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VIRGINIA'S SOLDIERS IN THE REVOLUTION. 

A Bibliography op Muster and Pay Rolls, Regimental 

Histories, Etc., with Introductory and Explanatory 

Notes by C. A. Flagg, Catalogue Division, and 

W. O. Waters, Bibliography Division, 

Library op Congress. 

(continued.) 

SECTION V. 

Local Military History. 

the state militia, including the early volunteer com- 
panies AND MINUTE MEN; ALSO ALL LISTS OF SOLDIERS 
FROM A LOCALITY, WHETHER REGULAR, VOLUNTEER OR 
MILITIA, OR ALL COMBINED. 

The beginning of the disagreement between Great Britain 
and her American colonies found Virginia with a militia law 
probably differing but slightly, if at all, from those in force 
elsewhere. Its main features were compulsory service of all 
adults and a county organization. 

At the second session of the General Assembly under the 
state constitution, which began in May 1777, under appre- 
hension that the change of government might have abrogated 
the old laws, a new militia law was enacted. 

All free males between 16 and 50, with certain exemptions, 
were to be enrolled and formed into companies of 32 to 68 
rank and file. These companies were to be organized into 
regiments, the regimental officers being appointed by the 
governor (as they had been by the Council of Safety since the 
overthrow of royal authority) . 
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The entire militia of each county was under supervision and 
command of a "county-lieutenant", who bore the commission 
of colonel when in the field and outranked the regimental 
colonels. 

In case of actual invasion of the state, the commander of a 
military force in the field was authorized to call out all or any 
part of the state militia, while in the event of invasion of a 
neighboring state, the counties adjoining it were subject to the 
same call. 

In May 1777, an amendment was passed directing that the 
entire militia of each county be divided into 10 sections, to be 
called out in rotation, one or more at a time, and to be com- 
manded by an officer of rank suitable to their number. While 
in service they were allowed the same pay as regulars. 

There has never been any authoritative statement of the 
number of Virginia militia enrolled or in actual service during 
the Revolution. Mr. H. J. Eckenrode, in the introduction to 
"List of the Revolutionary Soldiers of Virginia" published by 
the State Library in 1912, has a pretty full discussion of the 
question. Thomas Jefferson in answer to Query IX of his 
"Notes on Virginia" gives the total militia enrolled in the 
state, in 1780-1781, by counties, as 49,971. 

It should be remembered that the militia system of the state 
was being continually upset by the volunteering and drafting 
from it into the various armies of the continental and state 
regular service. 

Alongside of the militia and quite distinct from it, there grew 
up certain special and temporary forms of military service, to 
meet the peculiar need of the times. First came the volunteer 
companies, as a spontaneous outgrowth of the patriotic 
sentiment, aroused by the Boston massacre, Lexington, etc. 
Next followed the "Minute men", the Virginia Convention 
of July, 1775, voting to dissolve the volunteer companies and 
group the counties of the state into 16 districts, each district to 
enlist from its militia a regiment or battalion of 500 or more 
men in 10 companies, subject to instantaneous call in case of 
invasion or insurrection. In Oct. 1776, these battalions had 
become so depleted by enlistment into the regular service, that 
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they, too, were dissolved, officers and men on the rolls going 
back into the militia. 

Simultaneously with the organization of the "Minute men," 
a first beginning was made of a force of 2 regiments of state 
regulars, augmented by seven more in Dec. 1775. Ail nine 
were however taken by Congress on the Continental establish- 
ment early the next year, as well as six others raised for that 
express purpose (See Section III of this Bibliography). But 
no sooner had Virginia transferred her regular troops to the 
general government, than conditions again demanded an army 
at home. Sketches of this later state force may be found in 
Section IV. 

Again, after the capture of the Continental line at Charleston, 
and especially during the British invasions of the state in 
1780 and 1781, there were various nondescript volunteer 
organizations raised for temporary service. Very fragmentary 
records have been preserved for this period. 

The outbreak of the Revolution found Virginia, or at least 
the settled parts of the colony, subdivided into the following 
60 counties : Accomac, Albemarle, Amelia, Amherst, Augusta, 
Bedford, Berkeley, Botetourt, Brunswick, Buckingham, Caro- 
line, Charles City, Charlotte, Chesterfield, Culpeper, Cumber- 
land, Dinwiddie, Dunmore (name changed to Shenandoah, 
1777), Elizabeth City, Essex, Fairfax, Fauquier, Fincastle, 
Frederick, Gloucester, Goochland, Halifax, Hampshire, Hen- 
rico, Isle of Wight, James City, King and Queen, King George, 
King William, Lancaster, Loudoun, Louisa, Lunenberg, Meck- 
lenburg, Middlesex, Montgomery, Nansemond, New Kent, 
Norfolk, Northampton, Northumberland, Orange, Pittsylvania, 
Prince Edward, Prince George, Prince William, Princess Anne, 
Southampton, Spottsylvania, Stafford, Surry, Sussex, Warwick, 
Westmoreland, York. 

During the war the following counties were created: In 
1776, Fincastle County was subdivided into Montgomery, 
Washington and Kentucky counties (the name of Fincastle 
being given up entirely); Henry County was formed from 
Pittsylvania; West Augusta District from Augusta County, 
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and subdivided into the counties of Ohio, Yohogania and Mon- 
ongalia. In 1777, Powhatan County was formed from Cum- 
berland, Fluvanna from Albemarle, Rockingham from 
Augusta, Greenbrier from Botetourt and Montgomery, and 
Rockbridge from Augusta and Botetourt. In 1778, the 
county of Illinois was organized, to include the territory north 
and west of the Ohio, conquered by General G. R. Clark. 
Greensville County was set off from Brunswick in 1780 and 
Campbell from Bedford in 1781. 

Thus it appears that the end of the Revolution saw Virginia 
divided into 74 counties. 

East of the Blue Ridge, the county lines have remained very 
much as in 1776, save for numerous divisions of old counties 
by the setting off of new ones. 

Beyond the Blue Ridge, in territory now West Virginia and 
southwest Pennsylvania the county names of 1775-1781 have 
little meaning, save for one with amap in hand, giving old county 
lines. Illinois and Kentucky counties were still more remote; 
vast tracts having the loosest possible connection with Williams- 
burg or Richmond. 

MILITIA. 

GENERAL LISTS. 

Virginia militia in the Revolution. (Virginia magazine of 

history and biography, Jan. 1899-Oct. 1907. v. 6, p. 277-288, 

399-403; v. 7, p. 146-153, 254-257, 418-420; v. 8, p. 74-75, 

195-196; 306-309; v. 9, p. 77-80, 189-191; v. 10, p. 82-83, 188- 

189, 295-297, 419-420; v. 11, p. 88-89, 182-184, 256, 419-421; v. 

12, p. 181-184, 310-312, 368; v. 13, p. 16-19, 206-208; v. 14, p. 

80-81; v. 15, p. 87-92, 186-194). 
Copy of a book of accounts. 
Alphabetical by initial letter only. 

Virginia militia in the Revolution, from Augusta and other 
counties, compiled from sworn statements of applicants for pen- 
sions under law of 1832. (Virginia magazine of history and 

biography, July 1899., v. 7, p. 24-29). 
Prepared by J. T. McAllister. 
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John Francis Mercer, governor of Maryland 1801-1803 By 
J. M. Garnett (Maryland historical magazine, Sept. 1907. v. 2, 
p. 191-213). 

Gives particulars of Mercer's services, chiefly in 1780-81, 
as commissioned officer in militia and volunteer service. 

Virginia militia lists. From Force MSS. (Virginia county 
records, Sept. 1909, v. 6, p. 239-242). 

Shenandoah Valley soldiers in various Virginia regiments 

(Shenandoah Valley pioneers. By T. K. Cartmell [Winchester, 

Va., 1909] p. 98-105). 

Virginia militia in the revolutionary war; McAllister's data, by J. T. 
McAllister, Hot Springs, Va., McAllister publishing co. [cl913] 337 p. 
24em. 

Albemarle County. 
[including present Albemarle and Fluvanna counties] 

Papers, military and political 1775-1778, of George Gilmer, 

M. D. of Pen Park, Albemarle County, Va. (Collections of 

the Virginia historical society. Richmond, 1887; new series, 

v. 6, p. 69-140). 

Contains rolls and names 1st Independent company of volunteers 
and of many militia from Albemarle County. Index at end of 
volume. 

A muster roll of Captain Ambrose Madison's company of 
foot in the regiment of foot at the barracks in Albemarle 
County, June 1, 1779. (Virginia magazine of history and 
biography. Apr. 1894, v. 1, p. 458-460). 

Revolutionary soldiers from Albemarle County (Albemarle 
County in Virginia. By Rev. Edgar Woods. [Charlottes- 
ville, 1901] p. 363-371). 

Augusta County. 
[including present Augusta and Rockingham and parts of Page, 
Rockbridge, Alleghany, Bath and Highland counties] 

List of militiamen in Captain John Given 's company, Augusta 
County, Virginia, Oct. 16, 1777-Mar. 15, 1782. (Gleanings of 
Virginia history. By W. F. Boogher. Washington, 1903. 
p. 223-224). 
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List of Revolutionary soldiers from Augusta County. (His- 
tory of Roanoke County, by William McCauley. Chicago, 
1902. p. 80). 

Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish settlement in Virginia; ex- 
tracted from the original court records of Augusta County, 
1745-1800, by Lyman Chalkley. Published by Mary S. 
Lockwood. Rosslyn, Va., Printers : The Commonwealth 
printing co. [°1912-13] 3 v. 

Includes numerous pension declarations and court orders relating to 
the Augusta County militia. 

Bedford County. 

Bedford County, Va. records. Names of women whose 

claims for assistance while their husbands were in the army were 

allowed by the courts of Bedford County, 1778-81. (American 

monthly magazine, Feb. 1907. v. 30, p. 104-105). 

Usually gives soldier's name. Appended other county records re- 
lating to Revolutionary service. 

Charlotte County. 

[including present Charlotte and part of Appomattox counties] 

The late Col. Carrington. (Virginia historical register, July, 
1849. v. 2, p. 166-169). 

Dinwiddie County. 

Revolutionary services of Robert Boiling of Petersburg, Va., 
with a roster of his troop. (Virginia magazine of history and 
biography, Oct. 1904. v. 12, p. 155-156). 

Fairfax County. 
[including present Fairfax and Alexandria counties] 

Orderly book of Adjutant John Piper of the First regiment of 
the Prince William and Fairfax militia, Mar. 4 to Apr. 10, 1781. 
Ms. in United States Bureau of Pensions. 
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Fauquier County. 

Fauquier County militia. Order book 1773-1780. (Vir 
ginia county records, Sept. 1909. v. 6, p. 235-238). 
Contains names of youdg men who served in line regiments. 

Gloucester County. 
[including present Gloucester and Matthews counties] 

Officers appointed by the Gloucester Co. Committee of 
safety in 1775. (William and Mary college quarterly historical 
magazine, Oct. 1906. v. 15, p. 123-124). 

Henry County. 

[including present Henry and Patrick and part of Franklin 
counties] 

A list of militia ordered from Henry County to the assistance 
of General Greene. (Virginia magazine of history and biog- 
raphy, Apr. 1909. v. 17, p. 190-193). 

Isle op Wight County. 

Militia officers in Isle of Wight County. (Virginia magazine 
of history and biography, July-Oct. 1903. v. 11, p. 84-87, 187- 
189). 

Isle of Wight County records. (William and Mary college 

quarterly historical magazine, Apr. 1899. v. 7, p. 205-315). 

The records for 1775-83, contain many commissions in the militia, 
etc. 

Lancaster County. 

Revolutionary diary, etc., of Eppa Fielding. (Virginia 
magazine of history and biography, July, 1905. v. 13, p. 92-94). 

Loudoun County. 

The Leven Powell correspondence 1775-1829. (The John P. 

Branch historical papers of Randolph-Macon college, June 

1901-June, 1903. v. 1, p. 24-38, 111-138, 217-256). 

Was Major of battalion of minute men from Loudoun County in 
1775. 
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Militia officers recommended by the justices of the County 
Court of Loudoun Co., Va. for appointments 1778-1782. (His- 
tory and comprehensive description of Loudoun County, Va. 
By J. W. Head. [1909] p. 134-135). 

Loudoun County, Va. in the Revolution (Gleanings of Vir- 
ginia history. By W. F. Boogher. Washington, D. C, 1903. 
p. 216-222). 

Court orders and recommendations for needy families of 
Revolutionary soldiers, Loudoun County. (History and com- 
prehensive description of Loudoun County, Va. By J. W. Head. 
[1909] p. 135-138). 

Loudon County militia [1778-1782. Court orders] (Vir- 
ginia county records, 1911, v. 9, p. 22-23, 54-55). 

Lunenburg County. 

Records of commissions in the Revolutionary army, copied 
from minutes of court of Lunenburg County, Va. (Historical 
collections of the Joseph Habersham chapter, Daughters Amer- 
ican Revolution. Atlanta, 1902. v. 2, p. 73-75). 

Monongalia County. 

[including the larger part of that section of modern West Vir- 
ginia, west of the Alleghanies and north of the Great 
Kanawha] 
Pay roll of Capt. William Haymond's company of Virginia 

militia, while in active service, April- June, 1777 (American 

monthly magazine, Sept. 1901. v. 19. p. 266). 

Also in Henry Haymond's History of Harrison County, West Virginia, 
Morgantown, 1910, p. 155-156. 

Montgomery County. 

[including present Montgomery, Wythe, Pulaski, Grayson, 
Carroll, Floyd and parts of Tazewell, Smyth and Giles 
counties] 



VIRGINIA S SOLDIERS IN TUB REVOLUTION. 65 

Tazewell County men in the Revolution. (A history of the 
middle New River settlements. By D. E. Johnston. Hunt- 
ington, W. Va., 1906. p. 152). 

Norfolk County. 

Norfolk County Court's orders for allowances to wives and 
children of poor soldiers in companies of Thomas Bressie, 
Samuel Carr, and William Hoffeler. (Lower Norfolk County 
Virginia antiquary, pt. 2, 1897. v. 2, p. 69-70). 

Northampton County. 

An effective return of Capt. William Henry's company of 
minute men at Northampton Court-house in Virginia, Feb. 
17, 1776. (William and Mary college quarterly historical 
magazine, Jan. 1898. v. 6, p. 189-190). 

Northumberland County. 

Revolutionary proceedings in Northumberland County, 
1765, 1776-1778. (William and Mary college quarterly his- 
torical magazine, Oct. 1911. v. 20, p. 127-132). 

Includes names of many militia officers. 

Orange County. 
[including present Orange and Greene counties] 

Lists of soldiers and pensioners of the Revolution, and com- 
missions, Orange County, Va. (A history of Orange County, 
Va. ByW. W.Scott. Richmond, 1907. p. 247-262). 

Powhatan County. 

Militia officers of Powhatan County, 1777-1778. (Virginia 
magazine of history and biography, July 1906. v. 14, p. 91-92). 
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Prince Edward County. 

Militia officers, Prince Edward County, 1777-1781. (Vir- 
ginia magazine of history and biography, Apr. 1913. v. 21, p. 
201-202). 

Compiled by A. J. Morrison from the Order books of Prince Edward 
County. 

Prince William County. 

Orderly book of Adjutant John Piper, Prince William & Fair- 
fax militia, Va. 1781. 
Ms. in Manuscripts Division, Library of Congress. 

Rockbridge County. 

Early days of Rockbridge County — Commissions 1778-1781. 
(Virginia magazine of history and biography, July-Oct. 1909. 
v. 17, p. 323-325, 438-439). 

Washington County. 

[including present Washington, Russell, Lee, Scott, Wise, 
Buchanan and Dickenson and parts of Tazewell and Smyth 
counties] 

Washington County. Revolutionary soldiers, 1776-1783. 
(History of southwest Virginia. By L. P. Summers. Rich- 
mond, 1903. p. 855-865). 

Militia officers for Washington County, 26th Feb. 1777. 
(History of southwest Virginia. By L. P. Summers. Rich- 
mond, 1903. p. 261-262). 

Tazewell County men in the Revolution. (A history of the 
middle New River settlements. By D. E. Johnston. Hunt- 
ington, W. Va., 1906. p. 152). 

List of killed and wounded at King's Mountain in Col. 
Campbell's regiment of militia from Washington County. 
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(History of southwest Virginia. By L. P. Summers. Rich- 
mond, 1903. p. 326-327). 

List of officers of the Washington County militia recom- 
mended and commissioned, Apr. 1780, Col. Campbell's regi- 
ment. (History of southwest Virginia. By L. P. Summers. 
Richmond, 1903. p. 302-303). 

Westmoreland County. 

Westmoreland County militia. Order books [1777-1781] 
(Virginia county record publications; new series, v. 1. Has- 
brouck Heights. N. J., 1913. p. 85-88). 



